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Alarming rates of IIT NIT Drop-outs; Check fee-refund details  

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-nit-dropouts/1/460299.html 

Revealing shocking trends, over 4,400 students have dropped out of the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) 

and National Institutes of Technology (NITs) during the last three years. The reason is attributed to academic 

stress, giving preference to jobs over studies, changing institutions, among others. Since 2012, a total of 2,060 

students have dropped out of the 16 IITs across the country. Also, in the same duration, 2,352 students have 

dropped out of 30 NITs, according to the information from the Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD).  

The most number of dropouts were from IIT Roorkee, at 228, IIT Kharagpur saw 209 dropouts, IIT Delhi faced 

169 and IIT Bombay saw 72 students leave. In order to curb this practice, the institutes have been making 

efforts to adopt various corrective measures such as setting up counselling sessions and special coaching for the 

students.  

The Joint Seat Allocation Authority 2015 has been instructed by the HRD ministry to return the non-refundable 

acceptance fee or the tuition fee of the candidates who have not joined the courses. Following this, the 

procedure for refund of will be published after August 28.  

The candidates, however, need not send any e-mail or make calls regarding the refund. The refund will be 

granted to the candidates who give up on their seats before the academic session begin. If the seat is surrendered 

after the beginning of the classes, they would get a proportionate refund of the fee, according to the rules laid 

down by the HRD Ministry. The candidates shall not be entitled to any refund if a seat remains vacant. 

The first-ever joint admission process for the Joint Entrance Examination Main 2015 (JEE Main 2015) and JEE 

Advanced 2015 candidates was conducted by JoSAA 2015 for 87 premier institutes including 18 IITs, the 

Indian School of Mines Dhanbad (ISM Dhanbad), 31 NITs, 18 Indian Institutes of Information Technology 

(IIITs) and 18 other Government Funded Technical Institutes (GFTIs).  

India solely occupied with politics: Former IISc director 

http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=347062 

Kolkata, Aug 22 (IANS): Former director of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Padmanabhan Balaram on 

Saturday criticised the country's sole preoccupation with politics and its fading culture of learning and 

scholarship. 

The Padma Bhushan awardee was addressing students at Presidency University's third annual convocation, 

which has been on the boil with a section of students keeping Vice Chancellor Anuradha Lohia in confinement 

since Friday demanding her resignation. 

In apparent reference to student protests, Balaram said: "We read (in newspapers every day) one Indian leader 

or the other bemoaning the fact that not a single university or institute in India is ranked amongst the best in the 

world. 

"It is a question which I have faced for almost a decade as the director of India's most visible institution in 

science and engineering (IISc)." 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-nit-dropouts/1/460299.html
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=347062
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"We must ask what is it that preoccupies our country today. Our country primarily is preoccupied with only one 

subject and that is politics. 

"There is no other subject that attracts attention. It is a subject that occupies centrestage. Where is learning?" the 

renowned biochemist questioned. 

Exhorting students to respect the institution they study in and the teachers who guide them, Balaram said India's 

university teachers were accorded very little respect. 

"How much respect do our university teachers get today? Very little from our surroundings and very little from 

our students," he said. 

"We must bring scholarship back to our institutions," he stressed. 

HRD plans to come up with new education policy by December 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-plans-to-come-up-with-new-education-policy-by-december-2117337 
 
The ministry plans to hold meetings with states in the month of September and October, but with most of the states still 
unprepared, it has an uphill task ahead. An all-India consultation on NEP is expected to take place in November at Delhi.  

The Human Resource Development Minist er Smriti Irani after meeting the Central Advisory Committee on 

Wednesday announced that the ministry will be out with its first draft report on the New Education Policy 

(NEP) by December this year. 

For the minister to bring out its first draft, it will require suggestions from stake holders. However two months, 

since the consultation process has began, it is mostly the BJP ruled states that have stated the meetings and have 

sent an update to the HRD ministry. 

The ministry plans to hold meetings with states in the month of September and October, but with most of the 

states still unprepared, it has an uphill task ahead. An all-India consultation on NEP is expected to take place in 

November at Delhi. 

In the status report received by the ministry so far, only a handful of states have held these consultations so far. 

BJP ruled states including Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Goa and Haryana have apprised 

the ministry about various rounds of consultations they have organised. 

“Reports received from Goa and Gujarat suggest that they have completed the district level consultations and 

will be holding state level talks by the end of this month,” informed an officer of the ministry. 

Most of the non BJP states are yet to provide the information to the ministry. Poll-bound Bihar and Assam has 

apprised the ministry that the exercise will began soon. 

 

 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-plans-to-come-up-with-new-education-policy-by-december-2117337
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/smriti-irani
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Night internet back at IIT-B after a decade 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Night-internet-back-at-IIT-B-after-a-

decade/articleshow/48630753.cms 

MUMBAI: After a decade of controlled internet, cyberspace can be accessed all 24 hours on the campus of the 

Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay (IIT-B).  

 

In 2005, growing gaming activity and live entertainment streaming had stoked concerns on campus and led to 

the introduction of censorship. Several faculty members had linked the unlimited internet usage to student 

suicides, falling attendance in morning lectures and lagging academic grades.  

 

Now, the premier technical institute feels that banning is not the solution and that the students must realize what 

hurts them academically.  

 

"We had relaxed the LAN ban in summer," dean (student affairs) Soumyo Mukherji said. "And we have not 

introduced it again."  

 

Each year, the institute would relax the ban during the holidays, but the internet clock would be set in motion 

again as the new academic year rolled in and access would be shut off between 1.30 am and 5 am. This time 

around, internet is free flowing, with no time restriction or limitation on download.  

 

Students have for long been proposing removal of the ban on LAN (local area network) or a reduction in its 

duration.  

 

Most other IITs also turn off the internet at night, but some did away with the practice when they realized that 

students could set up a local wi-fi with their cellphones to access the net.  

 

IIT-Delhi is one of the colleges that continue to have the LAN ban from 1 am to 6 am.  

 

IIT-B has made it clear that internet on campus is largely for academic purpose.  

 

"I even spoke about this in the orientation for incoming freshmen," dean Mukherji said. "I want students to take 

up extra- or co-curricular activities. While I have an open mind right now, if gaming becomes a problem again, 

I'll enforce the ban."  

 

Students at IIT-B are elated at the decision.  

 

"I actually had a few games on my laptop when I came here," a first-year electrical engineering student said. 

"But I've realized that there is more that I can do on campus than spend time playing games holed up in my 

room." 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Night-internet-back-at-IIT-B-after-a-decade/articleshow/48630753.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Night-internet-back-at-IIT-B-after-a-decade/articleshow/48630753.cms


Page 6 of 18 

 

IIT Bombay-Monash unveil state-of-the-art industry research 

facility 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=35608 
 
Report by India Education bureau, Mumbai: The ongoing collaboration between Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT Bombay) 

and Monash University has been further strengthened by the inauguration of the IITB-Monash Research Academy building which 
boasts  a state-of-the-art industry research facility.  
 
The IITB-Monash Research Academy building was inaugurated today on campus by the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, Minister for 
Education and Training, Government of Australia in the presence of Prof. Devang Khakhar, Director IIT Bombay, Mr Patrick Suckling, 
Australia’s High Commissioner to India, Prof. Margaret Gardner AO,  President and Vice-Chancellor, Monash University,  Professor 
Murali Sastry,  CEO of the IITB-Monash Research Academy and many other dignitaries. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, said he was delighted to open the new building of the IITB-Monash Research 
Academy situated on the campus of Indian Institute of Technology Bombay . The Australian Government, through the Australia-India 
Strategic Research Fund, was one of the early contributors to this joint venture providing $1.5 million AUD in seed funding to establish 
the IITB-Monash Research Academy. Mr Pyne said that the IITB-Monash Research Academy is doing world-class collaborative 
research work that benefits both Australia and India.“The Australian Government values our strong education and research relationship 
with India. Research collaboration is essential because no single government or organisation can provide all the solutions to global 
challenges such as food, energy and water security or health,”  he said. 
 
The IITB-Monash Research Academy is a unique global PhD research partnership between Monash University and the Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Bombay . The  Academy  delivers innovative solutions through collaborative, multi-disciplinary research projects 
across areas of strategic importance to industry and to Australian and Indian society.  
 
Talking about the collaboration and how it is going from strength to strength, Professor Khakhar, Director, IIT Bombay, said,  “The IIT 
Bombay Monash University Research Academy is a unique India-Australia partnership in higher education and has grown to become 
the largest such joint degree PhD programme in the world. Students of the Academy are well prepared to work in the modern research 
ecosystem in which collaboration across borders is becoming essential to address the complex problems of the industry and society at 
large."  
 
Created in 2008 with initial bi-lateral funding from both Australian and Indian governments, The Academy saw for the first time an 
Australian university establishing an extensive commitment and presence in India in the research space. Today, The Academy is 
globally recognised for delivering a leading joint venture research program that closely partners with multinational industry leaders 
across multiple sectors.   
 
Australia’s High Commissioner to India, Mr Patrick Suckling,  who was present on the occasion congratulated IIT Bombay and Monash 
University on the opening of the building. He said,“The IITB-Monash Research Academy joint venture is unique as it aims to train a new 
breed of talent that spans scientific, engineering and other disciplines. It is pleasing to hear that graduates get the skills to work with 
multi-national companies and Indian research and development establishments. This will help them contribute to India’s national 
innovation agenda”. 
 
The Academy has produced more than 300 extremely high-quality publications, four patents and 28 PhD graduates, with 170 students 
currently in the program.   Students study in both India and Australia and graduate with a jointly badged degree.  Graduates are 
increasingly in demand by industry and universities all over the world. 
 
Providing her insights regarding the growth of The Academy, President and Vice-Chancellor, Monash University Professor Margaret 
Gardner AO said, “Both IITB and Monash were created to serve national priorities, to help people live healthier, more fulfilling lives in a 
sustainable, resilient and peaceful world. The Academy epitomises the pursuit of that purpose in building deep partnerships with 
organisations that have the national and international reach necessary to address major challenges and have impact across regions 
and populations.” 
 
The CEO of the IITB-Monash Research Academy, Professor Murali Sastry, said that the new facility was specifically designed to 
encourage collaboration and knowledge sharing. "With the opening of the new state of the art facility, the Academy is poised to enter an 
exciting phase of growth. The building is supported by leading edge technologies and has capacity for 300 students, researchers and 
support staff.  The best and brightest PhD students from India come here to engage in cutting edge research that has real world 
industry focus and real world outcomes.” 
 
Thanking Industry partners Prof. Sastry said, “It is your vision which has contributed to the extraordinary success of The Academy, 
including CSIRO, BHPB and Orica Mining Services in Australia, and Infosys, Reliance Industries, Jindal Steel Works,  SABIC, P&G, 
Intel, Thermax, Piramal Life Sciences, CISCO and Tata Consultancy Services in India.” 
 
PhD students at the IITB-Monash Research Academy are co-supervised by IITB, Monash and industry mentors with over 30 
placements across sectors to date including in COMSOL, India; Infosys, Amazon Labs, NEC Labs, Japan; Taiwan Semi-Conductor Ltd, 
Michelin, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, and various post-doctoral positions at leading universities around the world. 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=35608
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How IIT alumni are turning funders and founders to create their 
own unique startup ecosystem  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/startups/how-iit-alumni-are-turning-funders-and-founders-to-create-
their-own-unique-startup-ecosystem/articleshow/48627452.cms 

In April 2014, Himanshu Kapsime was frantically hunting for funds for his fledgling startup ShaadiSaga, a one-stop online 
wedding planning solutions provider. While the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT-D) graduate was in talks with a 
couple of investors, in June-end a friend introduced him to Niraj Singh, founding partner of Outbox Ventures, an 
investment firm that specialises in seed funding and early-stage support for startups.  

In early July, Singh called Kapsime to his office in Vasant Vihar, Delhi, for a business pitch. The closed-door meeting 
lasted for over two hours; rather than brainstorming or strategising, the duo spent the morning rewinding to some 
hilarious snapshots of their hostel life. They met again after a week; this time to sign a deal. Singh, an IIT-D alumnus 
from the 2007 batch, invested Rs 32 lakh in the startup of Kapsime, five years his junior at the institute.  

"It's a blessing to be well networked, especially for startups," says 25-year-old Kapsime. "It makes your initial journey a 
hell lot easier." Like Kapsime, his batchmate from IIT-D, Bhuwan Arora, too, met up with Singh, who took a hard look at 
his plans to scale his startup ReadersDoor, an online community for book lovers which  ..  

Of the 10 angel investments made by Singh, five are in startups run by his IIT-D juniors, four in businesses founded by 
grads from other IITs, and just one in a venture started by a non-IIT alumnus. While the investment in each startup 
ranges between Rs 20 lakh and Rs 60 lakh, Singh has invested under Rs 5 crore so far.  

 
"It's not network but net worth. It pays to be connected, personally as well as professionally," says 31-year-old Singh 
who himself has turned entrepreneur with Spinny, an online marketplace for used cars. 
 
Singh admits that he may be emotionally attached to his alma mater, but says that his business decisions are based on 
hard-asnails business logic. "At the end of the day you are investing money, so you have to be prudent," he says.  

Over the past couple of years, like Singh, a slew of IITians has been systematically funding the ventures started up by the 
grads of their respective alma mater. The logic is simple: The odds of the next big thing coming out from an IIT are more 
attractive than from most other educational institutions. "Therefore, entrepreneurs from these institutes receive the 
maximum support and investment, placing them well to actually have a better shot at success than others," says Ganesh 
Nayak, who heads investor relations at LetsVenture, an online platform for angel investors that has enabled 37 startups 
to raise about $10 million so far.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/startups/how-iit-alumni-are-turning-funders-and-founders-to-create-their-own-unique-startup-ecosystem/articleshow/48627452.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/startups/how-iit-alumni-are-turning-funders-and-founders-to-create-their-own-unique-startup-ecosystem/articleshow/48627452.cms
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Stage set for Gaya IIM opening 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Stage-set-for-Gaya-IIM-opening/articleshow/48640713.cms 

GAYA: With the formal registration for the first batch of IIM students starting 24 August, stage is set for the much 

awaited beginning of the prestigious business institute. The institute will start functioning from its temporary campus 

located in the Directorate of Distance Education Building in the Magadh University premises. The University has already 

committed itself to transfer 119 acre land for the construction of the IIM campus. The new campus is likely to be ready 

in the next three years provided everything went right.  

 

According to Israil Khan, Director, Distance Education MU, the IIM team has already arrived and the registration process 

will begin Monday morning. The first batch will formally be inducted on 25 August. For the next few days, the students 

would be familiarising themselves with the institute, its requirements, culture and other details. Classes will formally 

begin on 31 August'2015.  

 

The institute has requisitioned five rooms for the exclusive use of faculty members, said Khan. Accommodation for the 

faculty members has been booked in the recently renovated university guest house.  

 

Though the IIM Nodal officer Mahesh Patnaik was not available to provide details, sources say that half of the 60 seats 

for the first batch remain vacant. Only 30 students have opted for the Gaya IIM. Sources attribute the somewhat poor 

student response to the inaugural batch to the high cut off mark and reluctance on the part of better quality students to 

enrol themselves in a new institute that is likely to face many a teething problems including faculty deficit and likely 

reluctance of major job providers to recruit personnel from a new born institute.  

 

According to Israil Khan, as per his information, not a single girl student has opted for the Gaya IIM.  

 

The admission committee fixed 96.30 as the minimum CAT score for general category candidates. OBC candidates with 

78.98 Combined Admission Test percentile were eligible for admission to the new institute. The minimum percentile for 

SC and ST candidates was fixed at 63 and 50.71 respectively.  

 

Sources say that one more round of counselling was likely to be held shortly to fill the remaining 30 seats in the 

inaugural batch of IIM Gaya. Gaya is not the only institute to face this kind of problem. Almost all IIMs had to face more 

or less similar problems in the initial period of their existence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Stage-set-for-Gaya-IIM-opening/articleshow/48640713.cms
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IIT Delhi student’s wearables lands him ‘Promising Young 

Entrepreneur’ award in Singapore 

Press Trust of India | August 24, 2015 at 1:03 pm     

http://yourstory.com/2015/08/iit-delhi-students-promising-young-entrepreneur/  

A 22-year-old IIT Delhi student has been named as the most Promising Young Entrepreneur at a business 

competition in Singapore. Chiraag Kapil, led a team of five from Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, in the 

8th Lee Kuan Yew Global Business Plan Competition and won the award prize of USD 5,000 last night. “I feel 

brilliant. It is one of the most exciting things that happened in my life. (I am) very privileged to be called Most 

Promising Young Entrepreneur”, Chiraag told PTI after receiving the award. 

 

Chiraag’s team Leaf from IIT Delhi also won the second prize of USD 12,000 for its revolutionary smart 

pendant called SAFER, which together with an app, serve to enhance the safety of women. When a woman 

feels threatened, she just needs to press SAFER twice. An alert and her location will be sent to the people she 

had pre-designated as Guardians, as well as nearby SAFER users who will be able to track her location real-

time by navigating on maps. 

The SAFER app is installed on mobile/cell phones for transmitting messages. SAFER is developed by five co-

founders of Leaf Innovation Pte Ltd, a start-up from IIT Delhi which is seeking USD 500,000 funding to 

expand its jewelry-embedded app product globally. About 50,000 SAFER-embedded pendants are worn by 

women in India and Turkey, with another 10,000 pre-orders from India and Europe, said Leaf team leader Paras 

Batra who along with Chiraag received the awards last night. 

“We will be expanding to South East Asia and the United States in one year”, said the 22-year old Batra, who 

along with Manik Mehta, Ayush Banka, Avinash Bansal and Chiraag have started on the path of 

http://yourstory.com/author/pti/
http://yourstory.com/2015/08/iit-delhi-students-promising-young-entrepreneur/
http://d152j5tfobgaot.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/yourstory-winner.jpg
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entrepreneurship. Team BLITAB from Austria’s University of Applied Sciences Technikum Wien took the first 

prize of USD 36,000 after beating five other finalists in the entrepreneurship awards. The team has developed 

the world’s first tactile tablet for the blind and the visually impaired. 

BLITAB is a next generation, affordable and multi- functional device for braille reading and writing that 

displays an entire page of braille text without any mechanical elements. Pictures and graphics like maps and 

building plans can be presented on the device with tactile relief, opening a completely new world of content to 

the visually challenged. Team Life Collar from the Institute of Business Administration at Bangladesh’s 

University of Dhaka won third prize of USD 3,000 for their cervical collar for accident and work-related injury 

victims. 

Using bamboo as the main structural base, along with cane and wicker strips, the collar is less costly than neck 

braces which are not easily available in Bangladesh. The other finalists were Team caneTin from Bangladesh’s 

University of Dhaka, Team Hajj Guider from Pakistan’s Comsats Institute of Information Technology, and 

Team NutriMilk from Bangladesh’s University of Dhaka. The teams were awarded consolation prizes of USD 

500 each. This year’s competition received 185 submissions from 445 students studying in 140 universities 

across 44 countries. Named after Singapore’s founder Prime Minister, the late Lee Kuan Yew, the biennial 

award was incepted in 2001. 

IIT-K inspires students to work in India 

Abhinav Malhotra,TNN | Aug 24, 2015, 11.04 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-K-inspires-students-to-work-in-

India/articleshow/48649166.cms 

KANPUR: IIT, Kanpur (IIT-K) has started 'Work for India' campaign which is aimed at inspiring students of this institute to 

stay in India and work for its development. This campaign is being launched as every year several students of the 

institute after graduating from here settle in the western countries either doing jobs or pursuing Ph.D course.  

 

Several alumni of IIT-K, working at top positions in the government and the semi-government organisations, have 

extended their whole-hearted support to the campaign.  

 

Prof Indranil Manna, director, IIT Kanpur, said that the institute, with a similar vision, has initiated 'Work for India' 

campaign in order to inspire its students to work in public sector companies, Indian Engineering Services (IES) and 

government or semi-government organisations. This step of the institute has been supported by its alumni community 

and also by the Government of India, he said.  

 

"Its is a fact that many students who had studied in elite institutions like IITs, have shifted towards lucrative foreign 

packages and are pursuing their career in multinational companies. To achieve and uphold 'Make in India' and the 

'Vision 2020' dream, India requires these bright students to stay and contribute towards betterment and advancement 

of the nation", said Prof Manna.  

 

On Saturday, IIT-K had invited top notch technocrats like general managers of Indian Railways, NHPC, ONGC, GAIL etc, 

who addressed queries of hundreds of the students and tried to inculcate enthusiasm among them. Ajit Kumar Mishra, 

AGM, Indian Railways informed them about the challenging and demanding opportunities which are available in Indian 

Railways. The students were astonished when Amod Kumar Agarwal, general manager of NHPC, told them about power, 

authority and perks available in public sector companies. Speakers also guided the students about the entrance exams, 

including the preparation strategy, choice of subjects and time management. A few senior consultants threw light on 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Abhinav-Malhotra.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-K-inspires-students-to-work-in-India/articleshow/48649166.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-K-inspires-students-to-work-in-India/articleshow/48649166.cms
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various aspects and perspectives of working in such jobs.  

 

Prof BV Phani, dean of resources and a IIT-K alumni, said that this month, much ahead of the placement season of the 

campus, the institute has geared up to motivate the students to opt for jobs in India via a series of sessions, awareness 

talks and one-to-one interactions to be held with some distinguished alumni of the institute. He said that these alumni 

will be resolving some major myths related to working in government jobs as well as the bright career opportunities that 

lie ahead for the fresh talents of the campus.  

 

The Alumni Contact Programme of IIT-K has been closely working with the institute administration and has organised 

career counseling sessions to promote research and its 'Work For India' concept, he added 

‘In next 10 years, IIT-Ropar will become a world-famous 

institute’  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

RUPNAGAR: The director of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Ropar, Prof Sarit Kumar Das on Sunday 

delivered a special lecture at the local Rotary Club.  

Prof Das informed the gathering about the new courses to be started by the IIT in the next five years.  

He said that IIT Ropar will be shifted to a new campus by 2017 and become a “world famous” institute in the 

next 10 years.  

Das said the setting up of the campus will accelerate the development of Rupnagar town.  

Rotary Club Rupnagar president JK Sharma highlighted the social welfare activities being undertaken by the 

club. Former district governor, Rotary International, Dr RS Parmar also spoke on the occasion.  
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